COMPETITORS SHOWING GUIDELINES
(IDHS (GB) AFFILIATED IRISH DRAUGHT CLASSES)

e Experienced competitors may find the guidelines useful to confirm
rules and check for updates.

e Competitors new to showing Irish Draughts in affiliated classes may
benefit from reading the full document.

e The information provided is intended as guidance for IDHS (GB)
affiliated classes, you are advised to check individual show schedules
prior to entering.
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1. GENERAL RULES:

1.1 DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY: The IDHS (GB), its officials and judges, accept
no liability in respect of any horse, its owner, exhibitor or any other person
responsible for it, howsoever arising at an affiliated Show or other event
organised by the Society.

1.2 Always check each show schedule to see if a current vaccination
certificate is required. You maybe refused entry to a showground if your
passport is not up to date.

1.3 Competitors, riders and handlers are strongly advised to have their own
accident and third-party liability insurance cover. Many Shows now make this
a requirement of entry.

1.4 If an owner or competitor acts in an inappropriate or un-sportsmanlike manner
at any affiliated show, they may be subject to disciplinary action.

1.5 SOCIAL MEDIA: Competitors should not interact using social media with a
judge they know to be judging them at the show. You should never make it
known to the judge of a show/class that you are entering verbally or
electronically.

1.6 HORSE WELFARE: The Society discourages the showing of over fat horses
and Judges will take this into consideration when judging a class.

1.7 Doping of horses is not allowed and Shows will take action as detailed in their
Show specific rules.

1.8 If the Judge considers that the horse’s welfare is being compromised i.e. is
lame or otherwise abnormal, the Judge has a right to ask the competitor to
leave the ring. They may give the competitor the option of withdrawing the
horse from the class or being placed at the bottom of the line. The Judge’s
decision is final.

1.9 HEALTH & SAFETY: If a horse is behaving in a manner likely to be a danger
to itself, other animals, competitors or officials, the competitor should be
asked to remove the horse from the ring.

1.10 A Ride judge may refuse to ride any exhibit due to inappropriate tack or if it is
deemed to be unsafe, badly behaved or ill-prepared.

2. CLASS ELIGIBILITY:

2.1 It is the owner/exhibitor’s responsibility to ensure that the horse meets
the entry criteria for any affiliated IDHS (GB) class(es).

2.2 All horses must be registered with or overstamped by the IDHS (GB) and in
the correct ownership.
If a horse changes ownership after the closing date for entries, it must be
transferred into the name of the new owner before the date of the Show in order
for the horse to be eligible.
Important note: Horses with a Utility Passport are not eligible as we cannot
always be sure of their breeding.
Any queries, contact passports@idhsgb.org.uk or ring 01768 870523.

Competitor Showing Guidelines CAR Feb2026



2.3 Owners of Pure-Bred Irish Draughts and Irish Draught Part Bred (Sport
Horses) must be full members of the IDHS (GB) to compete.

2.4 Irish Draught In Hand Breeding classes:

2.4.1 Horses MUST be the progeny of an Inspected Mare (ID Class 1, ID Class 2,
RID, AID, or Supplementary Grade Up Register) and be by an ID Class 1,
ID Class 2 or RID (GB) Stallion on the Irish Draught Breed Register.

2.4.2 Stallions must be the progeny of an Inspected Mare (ID Class 1, ID Class 2,
RID, AID, or Supplementary Grade Up Register) by an ID Class 1, ID
Class 2 or RID (GB) Stallion and be inspected or overstamped by the IDHS
(GB) and classified as ID Class 1, ID Class 2 or RID (GB) or be a Registered
Irish Draught Sport Horse Stallion.
Three-year-old COLTS must be un-inspected.

2.4.3 Stallions must wear a red, white and blue ribbon in their tail.

2.4.4 All Yearling, Two- and Three-year-old horses must be bitted and
shown by an experienced handler of 18 years of age or over.

2.5 Ridden horses:

2.5.1 Must be four years old and over.

2.5.2 Shod Horses: The IDHS (GB) National Championship Show will allow
barefoot horses to enter when the Show is being held at a venue with
surfaces (not grass). If the NCS moves to a venue where the rings are on
grass, ridden horses will need to be shod.

You should also be aware that a judge is entitled to and can refuse to ride
a horse if it is barefoot on any surface.

2.5.3 For other affiliated shows holding ridden Irish Draught classes, you must refer
to the individual show rules. If they refer you back to the IDHS (GB), the rule
in point 2.5.2 will apply.

2.5.4 It is worth noting that if you also compete under SHB rules, all Ridden Hunters
ridden by the Judge must be shod all round, no pads, or surgical shoes are
allowed.

3. RECOMMENDED DRESS AND TURNOUT:

3.1 Breeding & In hand classes - Horses:

3.1.1 Manes should be plaited and tails pulled or plaited. Foal’s manes should be
natural and tails may be natural or plaited.

3.1.2 Whiskers and ear hair should not be trimmed.

3.1.3 Heel feather can be left natural for Pure- Breds, they are usually trimmed
for Part Breds (Sport Horses). If you compete in ridden hunter classes you
may wish to trim feathers.
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.4 Bridles and head collars should be plain leather.
.5 Cosmetics of any kind are discouraged.
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3.2 In hand classes — Handlers:

3.2.1 Ensure you are familiar with and follow the Show rules in relation to the
wearing of protective hats entering the collecting ring/show ring.
3.2.2 Men - a suit or jacket and trousers, collar and tie.
Women_- a jacket, skirt or trousers with a collar and tie.
Footwear suitable for walking/running on potentially difficult underfoot
conditions (no trainers or sandals).
Gloves are optional but recommended.
No earrings or visible jewellery.
A cane can be carried.

3.3 Ridden classes — Horses:

3.3.1 Bridles should be plain leather and saddles should be reasonably straight cut.
Four-year-olds are encouraged to be shown in snaffles.

3.3.2 Swales, Sam Marsh bits and Gags with double bridles are actively
discouraged. Martingales and bitless bridles are not allowed.

3.3.3 Front boots, of a plain colour may only be used in the jumping phase in
Working Hunters classes. No hind boots or bandages of any description are
allowed in the collecting ring, warm up or in the actual class in Working Hunter
and Ridden Sport Horse classes.

3.3.4 Manes should be plaited or may be hogged, tails pulled or plaited.

3.3.5 Heel feather can be left natural for Pure- Breds, they are usually trimmed for
Part Breds (Sport Horses). If you compete in ridden hunter classes you may
wish to trim feathers.

3.3.6 Whiskers and ear hair should not be trimmed.

3.3.7 Cosmetics of any kind are discouraged.

34 Ridden classes — Rider & Grooms:

3.4.1 Ensure you are familiar with and follow the Show rules in relation to the
wearing of protective hats entering the collecting ring/show ring.

3.4.2 Men -Tweed jackets. Women — Tweed, navy or black jackets.

Shirt with a collar and tie or stock.
Plain fawn or buff-coloured breeches, not white.
Leather or string gloves.

3.4.3 Plain black or brown boots. If wearing garter straps, the points must face
outwards and the buckle be against and between buttons on breeches.

3.4.4 Spurs should be worn by competitors. They must be of smooth metal; the
shank must point towards the rear of the horse only and must be no more than
3.5cm long and without rowels. If the spur shank is curved, the shank must be
worn directed downwards.
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Spur shanks must be blunt and incapable of wounding a horse.
Roller ball spurs are allowed. Judges do not wear spurs.

3.4.5 Plain malacca or leather cane or hunting whip.

3.4.6 No earrings or visible jewellery.

4. FORMAT OF IRISH DRAUGHT CLASSES:

4.1 In Hand classes:

4.1.1 Horses enter the ring at the walk on the right rein. The Judge will see the
horses walk around and will then instruct the Steward to stop the horses in one
corner and ask the exhibitors to trot their horses round individually.

4.1.2 The Steward will then ask the class to resume walking whilst the Judge selects
their initial line up. The Steward will call the horses into line as directed by the
Judge.

4.1.3 Each horse in turn will be brought out of line to stand up in front of the Judge.
The Judge will look round the horse and ask the exhibitor to walk the horse
away and trot back towards him.

4.1.4 On completion of this stage, the Steward should instruct the class to walk off in
a circle so that the Judge can make the final selection.

4.1.5 The Steward should call the horses into final placings for the Judges who will
then award the rosettes.

4.2 Ridden classes:

4.2.1 Horses enter the ring at walk on the right rein and walk, trot, canter and gallop
when signalled by the Steward on instruction from the Judge.

4.2.2 The Judge may then request a change of rein and ask to see all paces again.

4.2.3 The Steward will then ask the exhibitors to walk whilst the Judge(s) make their
initial selection for the line-up. The Ride Judge will then ride each horse in turn.

4.2.4 Once ridden, each horse will be stripped and presented to the Conformation
Judge.

4.2.5 When all horses have been ridden and assessed for conformation, they will be
remounted and the Steward will ask the competitors to walk in a circle whilst
the Judge(s) finalise the placings.

NOTE: In classes where both a Conformation Judge and a Ridden Judge are present,
the Conformation Judge will be considered as the senior judge.

4.3 Working Hunter classes:

e You should refer to SHB (GB) rules or specific show rules for these classes.
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5. GENERAL RING ETIQUETTE:

5.1 Competitors should arrive in the collecting ring in time for their class.

5.2 Be polite at all times to Stewards and Judges. Do not be over familiar with the
Judge i.e. using their Christian name to address them.

5.3 Ensure you listen carefully to instructions from the Stewards or Judge.

5.4 Never try to influence the Steward or Judge by offering more information about
your horse than is asked for.

5.5 The handler who enters the ring with a horse should remain throughout the
class.

5.6 If you have a badly behaved animal that is causing a disturbance in the line up
and is a danger to others be prepared to take the horse out of the class.

5.7 Once a Judge has commenced judging a class, a horse should not leave the
ring without the permission of the Judge.

5.8 Only in a Championship, when a competitor finds they have more than one
eligible exhibit, is it permitted to have a change of rider or leader.
If you are eligible for a Supreme Championship (including those involving other
Breeds) every effort should be made to attend.

5.9 The Judge’s decision is final.
Any objection or complaints relating to a specific show should be made in
accordance with the procedure set out in that Show’s rules and in a timely
manner.

5.10 In Hand classes

5.10.1 Exhibitors are not usually allowed to enter a ring once horses have
commenced the initial trot up phase unless they have the Judge’s permission.

5.10.2 When trotting a horse out in hand, try to ensure that the horse travels
alongside you and not behind. When turning, the horse should always be
turned away from and not towards the exhibitor.

5.11 Ridden classes

5.11.1 Exhibitors are not usually allowed to enter the ring after the class has
commenced trotting, unless they have the Judge’s permission, usually only
be given in exceptional circumstances.

5.11.2 You should be aware of the size of ring and number of entries forward.

5.11.3 Ensure that health and safety is observed at all times and maintain a sensible
distance between horses.

5.11.4 Judges will view unfavourably any competitor who place their horse between
the Judge and other competitors at any pace, obscuring the Judge’s view of
other horses and those who continually circle in front of the Judge to keep
their horse in the Judge’s eye.

5.11.5 There shall be no change of rider or tack, unless a horse is ridden side
saddle. In this case, the saddle may be changed in order to allow the Judge
to ride.

5.11.6 All grooms should wait until the whole class has been lined up before
entering the ring. Health and safety is of paramount importance and the
minimum amount of equipment should be taken into the ring.
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5.11.7 Only in exceptional circumstances, and with the permission of the Judge,

may a person other than the handler/rider who entered the ring with the horse
be permitted to trot the horse up.

6. JUDGES’ INTEREST:
The onus of a horse being exhibited in a class must be on the exhibitor.

6.1 The competitor will know who is judging from the schedule, whereas the judge
will not know who is entering a class.

6.2 If there is an unforeseen change of judge then the competitor should stand
down from the class if the change creates a conflict of interest.

6.3 A Judge must not judge a horse which he/she has bred, owned, sold or had
any financial interest, at any time. The practice of any owner or their
immediate family taking advice on the purchase, schooling, exhibiting or
having at livery any horse from someone during the current or previous year is
prohibited by the Society (service fees for stallions and keep for mares whilst
at stud are excluded).

6.4 Judges must not knowingly judge a horse produced by a producer, owner or
their immediate families for whom they have shown any horse or who has
shown any horse for them during the current or previous year. The only
exception is in a championship, if an exhibitor has more than one horse
qualified, they may ask any member of the Society whether a judge or not to
ride their exhibits for the championship only. This will allow the judges to have
their full complement of horses in the championship.

7. COMPLAINTS:

7.1 Any complaints regarding the conduct and /or performance of any person
officiating or acting in any capacity on behalf of the IDHS (GB) at any event or
show must be made in writing to the IDHS (GB) Complaints Officer.

Details of the Complaints Procedure can be found on the IDHS (GB) web site
at: IDHS (GB) Complaints Procedure
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