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IRISH DRAUGHT HORSE SOCIETY (GB)  

                        

 

Irish Draught Stallion Inspections: Terms and Conditions of Inspection 2026 
 

Date: 1 April 2026 
 

Venue: Warwickshire College, Moreton Morrell, Warwick CV35 9BP 
 

     
Closing date for applications and x-rays: 1 February 2026  

 
This document includes the Terms and Conditions of inspection. Please read carefully before applying to 
have your stallion inspected. Your signed application form is acknowledgement that you have read the 
Terms and Conditions.          
 
Inspections of Irish Draught horse stallions are run along the same principles and guidelines as the parent 
studbook holder, currently Horse Sport Ireland. The majority of the terms and conditions below are taken 
from their rules.  
 
There are a small number of minor variations in procedure due to legislation differences between Ireland 
and Great Britain, particularly around the veterinary examination arrangements in Great Britain (see 
below) and health and safety requirements of our own Society.  
 
If you have any questions about the inspection procedures, please contact the Inspection Management 
Team at inspections@idhsgb.org.uk 
 
Please do not post questions about inspection procedures on social media. You may well receive 
incorrect advice.     
 
 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF INSPECTION FOR IRISH DRAUGHT STALLIONS 

 
1. Applications for inspection should be returned before the relevant closing date (7 February 2026) and 

must contain the following:  

  

• Completed and signed ‘Application for Irish Draught Horse Studbook Stallion Inspections 2026’ and 
accompanying documentation as necessary. Please note that an expression of interest form or email is 
not an application.  

• For animals where there is no evidence of DNA parentage testing, please submit a certificate confirming 
that the stallion has had his DNA profile recorded at Weatherby’s DNA Laboratory.  

• ‘IDHS (GB) / HSI Pre-Inspection Veterinary Screening Examination of Stallions’ completed in full and 
signed and stamped by a qualified veterinary surgeon who treats equines as part of their normal practice;  

• A set of x-rays completed to the specification defined in the Pre-Selection Veterinary Screening form and 
taken by a veterinary surgeon who is either on the Horse Sport Ireland Stallion X-Ray Panel, or (in Great 
Britain only) a veterinary surgeon regularly treating equines in his or her normal work.  

• X-rays are to be emailed in JPEG format or sent via a secure web link to the Inspection Management 
Team at inspections@idhsgb.org.uk on or before the closing date. Please do not send disks or zip files.     

• The appropriate application fee of £600 inc. VAT (£450 for re inspections). Please pay online through 
the website at www.idhsgb.org.uk, by BACS or over the phone.   

• The £150 x-ray element of the fee will not be refunded if the animal fails the x-ray examination or is 
withdrawn from inspection before the day, regardless of the reason for withdrawal.      

• Not later than four weeks before the inspection date, we will need:  

o A certificate confirming that the stallion has been tested for Equine Viral Arteritis (EVA);  

o A certificate confirming that the stallion has been tested for Equine Infectious Anaemia (EIA);  

Registered Charity No. 1080522 
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o A certificate confirming that the stallion has been tested (this must be done after 1 January 2026) 
for Contagious Equine Metritis (CEM); 

o A certificate confirming that the stallion has been tested for Warmblood Fragile Foal Syndrome and 
is not a carrier; 

o A photocopy of the vaccinations page of the passport showing that the animal has been 
vaccinated to current FEI specifications.      

 

2. Eligibility for Class 1: Irish Draught Horse stallions must be registered in the Main Section of the Irish 
Draught Horse Studbook in Ireland, Canada, the United States of America (the harmonised studbooks) or 
in the IDHS (GB) Breed Register.  

• Stallions must be sired by a stallion that is classified as Class 1, RID GB, Class 2 or, for 2026 ONLY, a 
Class 4/UI stallion.   

• Stallions must be out of a dam that is classified as Class 1, RID, Class 2, Supplementary Grade-Up or 
AID in the Irish Draught Horse Studbook or any of the harmonised studbooks, or for 2026 ONLY, a 
Class 4/UI mare.   

• For information about the Inspection Amnesty, please see section (5.1.4) of the Irish Draught 
Studbook Rules. HSI-Breeding-Programme-for-the-Irish-Draught-Horse-Studbook-App_Feb24.pdf 
(horsesportireland.ie) 

3. The progeny of Class 3 (veterinary failure) animals are not eligible for inspection, regardless of any 
Inspection Amnesty in place.  

 
4. You are strongly recommended to ask the Inspection Management Team to check your stallion’s 

eligibility for inspection before you spend any money on veterinary examinations. We are always happy to 
answer any questions.   

 
Before the Inspection:   

 

5. All colts and stallions must be named. This will involve sending the passport to Ireland if it was issued 
there.  

 
6. Stallions must also be correctly transferred to the correct ownership before the application is 

submitted. Our IDHS (GB) Administration Office can carry out this update if the horse is normally resident 
in Great Britain.  

 
7. Owners of Irish-bred horses have the option of sending their horse’s passport to Ireland for ownership 

transfers, or asking for this service from our own office in Cumbria. Application forms for transfer and over-
stamping (endorsement) are available on our website at www.idhsgb.org.uk 

 
 

Veterinary procedures in Great Britain 

 

1. Inspection-related veterinary requirements:   
 
Option 1: (British or Irish stallions).  
 
The horse is examined by a vet who is listed on the ‘HSI Radiography Panel’ in Ireland or, in Great Britain, 
is a vet who sees equines as part of their normal practice.  
 
The vet should be asked to carry out the pre-inspection vetting, complete the report form (this forms part 
of your application) and x-rays. The vet also takes samples for WFFS, EVA, EIA and CEM testing. The 
resulting health certificates also form part of the application.  
 

https://www.horsesportireland.ie/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/HSI-Breeding-Programme-for-the-Irish-Draught-Horse-Studbook-App_Feb24.pdf
https://www.horsesportireland.ie/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/HSI-Breeding-Programme-for-the-Irish-Draught-Horse-Studbook-App_Feb24.pdf
http://www.idhsgb.org.uk/
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The stallion will undergo a full clinical veterinary examination on the day of inspection.  
 
 
Option 2: (Stallions normally resident in Ireland only) 
 
Applicants from Ireland can opt to have their stallion undergo the veterinary examination prior to the 
inspection at one of HSI’s Designated centres (i.e. see HSI’s application form on their web site at 
www.horsesportireland.ie, which gives details of the designated practices).  
 
This option allows Irish applicants to have the stallion prepared for inspection with the knowledge that he 
has met the majority of the veterinary requirements in advance.  
 
 
Radiographs 
 
Please download the Pre-inspection Veterinary report and x-ray list and discuss the veterinary 
examination with your vet. Procedural advice can be sought from the Inspection Management team at 
inspections@idhsgb.org.uk.   
 
If applying to have a three year old colt inspected, please do not have him x-rayed before 1 January 2026. 
This is because he cannot be x-rayed before he is officially three years old.     
 
X-rays must be submitted in time to be read by our Panel within six months of being taken. Sometimes 
there is an issue with the images themselves, so you need to allow enough time for them to be repeated if 
necessary.  
 
Class 2 stallions being re-presented for inspection can carry their x-rays forward. They will, however, 
need to have their pre-inspection vetting and endoscopy repeated. 
 
Other stallions whose x-rays were taken and read in a previous year but whose inspections could not be 
completed do not need to have their x-rays repeated, so long as they were submitted to be read by our 
Panel within six months of being taken.  

 
 

Vaccinations:  
 
Equine Influenza and Tetanus vaccinations are a compulsory requirement for all horses registered with 
the Irish Draught Horse Society (GB) if you want to bring your horse forward for inspection or to show 
him/her at our affiliated shows.  
 
Warwickshire Agricultural College at Moreton Morrell will NOT admit unvaccinated horses. If vaccines are 
not recorded on the passport, there is no evidence that the horse has received them. Please check your 
horse’s passport well in advance of the inspection date.   
 
If the horse is new to your yard and he has not been vaccinated, you will need to start him on the 
programme. If he has been vaccinated but the vaccinations are not recorded in the passport, ask your vet 
to update the document from his or her records.  
 
 
The FEI requirements in 2025 for the first three vaccinations were as follows:  
 
 

Vaccination Protocol Eligibility to enter venue 

Primary course Initial vaccination (V1):   
Day 0 
 
Second vaccination (V2):  
Day 21 – 60  

Cannot come to venue or compete 
 
Can come to venue so long as the 
second dose was not given within seven 
days of the event 

http://www.horsesportireland.ie/
mailto:inspections@idhsgb.org.uk
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First booster Within six months and 21 
days of V2  
 

Horses must have been vaccinated 
to comply with the requirements for the 
Primary Course.  
 
 

Subsequent 
boosters 

Minimum: within one 
year of previous booster 
 

Horses must have been vaccinated to 
comply with the requirements for the 
Primary Course, First Booster and all 
subsequent boosters. 

Competing Within six months and 21 
days of previous booster 

Horses can compete for up to 6 months 
+21 days after V3, however 
they cannot compete if they have been 
vaccinated within 7 days of arriving at an 
event venue. 
 

 
 
This rule may therefore be subject to change, in line with further anticipated guidance from the FEI/BEF.  
 
Reference: Vaccinations | FEI 
 

 

Inspection day  
 

8. Stallions must be accompanied by an up-to-date passport. If owners arrive with no passport, the 
Inspection Management Team reserves the right to refuse to allow the animal to come forward that day. 
This decision will be based on a risk assessment and if the inspection goes ahead, the provisional grade 
will not be announced, confirmed or published until the passport has been submitted. If the animal cannot 
be identified by his microchip, he will not be inspected and the inspection fee will be forfeited.   

 
9. Stallion passports which are issued by a studbook authority other than the IDHS (GB) or Horse Sport 

Ireland must contain up-to-date markings and written descriptions corresponding to the stallion presented.  

 
10. Stallions must be adequately trained and fit to take part in all aspects of the inspection including the 

lunging phase of the vetting and the loose jumping phase of the inspection. Full details of the inspection, 
including jumping lane specifications, are given in the separate Guidance Notes, available online.   

 
11. Stallions must be trained to be cooperative and willing to be handled at the inspection, including by 

veterinary surgeons appointed by the IDHS (GB).  

 
12. The IDHS (GB) reserves the right to terminate any inspection for health and/or safety reasons.  

 
13. Health and safety encompasses the behaviour of the stallion and its owner/handler on the day. Any 

person engaging in abusive or discriminatory behaviour towards officials and/or other participants will be 
asked to leave the inspection centre without delay.   
 
 
Inspection Panel  
 

14. The inspection panel will consist of three experienced inspectors, including a representative from Horse 
Sport Ireland, who have the knowledge, training and experience to produce a linear profile sheet and a set 
of overall scores for each stallion from their collective deliberations.  
 

15. The Inspection Management Team makes sure that there is no potential conflict of interest. If this is a 
known connection, another inspector will be substituted for that horse. 
 

https://inside.fei.org/fei/your-role/veterinarians/biosecurity-movements/vaccinations
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16. For security reasons, it is our policy not to announce the inspectors’ names in public prior to the 
inspection. If an owner does contact an inspector prior to the inspection, for example to seek advice, that 
inspector will not be allowed to inspect the animal.   
 

17. Inspectors who are stallion owners are only allowed to inspect an animal if they have no business or close 
personal connection with the owner. They sign a Code of Conduct prior to the inspection once the 
applications have been received.    
 

18. The inspector are supported by experienced inspection managers who take in your passport, ensure that 
the day runs on time and record the outcome of the veterinary examination and the linear profile. The 
inspection managers ensure that all paperwork is completed correctly and double check that the 
inspection rules have been followed. The passport will be stamped with your horse’s inspection grade and 
returned to you on the day.  
 

19. If owners require the passport to have other amendments after the inspection, for example to change the 
breed registration number from U/I to Class 1 or Class 2, the Inspection Management Team cannot do 
this, so the owner will have to send it to the office for this purpose.   
 

 

Presentation 

 
20. All stallions are expected to be presented at show standard and must be sufficiently trained and fit to take 

part in all aspects of the selection. The stallion should be in good bodily condition, well-groomed and have 
well-maintained hooves.  

 
21. Please do not put hoof oil or other compounds on the hooves, or any skin preparations on the limbs 

because they may make it difficult for the vet to examine the animal.  
 

22. Excess weight is actively discouraged. It may harm your stallion’s joints and may make it more difficult for 
him to demonstrate adequate movement and athleticism.  
 

23. Irish Draught heel hair should be naturally fine and silky (as in the Breed Description and Objective) and 
should not be removed. The British Horse Society advises against trimming sensory hairs (ear hair, 
eyelashes and whiskers).  

 
https://www.bhs.org.uk/horse-care-and-welfare/health-care-management/horse-health/sensory-hairs/ 

 
24. Protective headgear is now a requirement for stallion handlers to reduce the risk of head injury in the 

event of an accident.   
 

25. Stallion handlers must be physically fit and strong enough to handle the stallion safely in public. This is for 
the protection of the handler, the inspection officials and all the horses and people present at the 
inspection centre. If a handler arrives with an obvious condition which affects their ability to control the 
stallion, they will be asked to nominate another person to handle the horse.     

 
26. Stallion owners and handlers must have all the necessary equipment (i.e. tack, leg protection boots for 

lunging, lunge whips, lunge lines, etc.) at the inspection.  
 

27. All stallions will be measured at the inspection. These measurements shall be regarded as official 
measurements for the purpose of stallion classification. The measurements will be published after the 
inspection, along with the results.  

 
28. Where the veterinary examination of a stallion is not completed to the satisfaction of the veterinary 

surgeons, the horse will be classified in the Irish Horse Register/IDHS GB database as Class 3 (a stallion 
which has not passed the veterinary examination).  
 

https://www.bhs.org.uk/horse-care-and-welfare/health-care-management/horse-health/sensory-hairs/
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29. Stallions which have been previously classified Class 2 (i.e. they did not meet all of the inspection 
requirements) can be downgraded to Class 3 at a subsequent inspection if the veterinary requirements 
are not met on that day.     

 
30. All stallions will be photographed at the inspection. Photographs may be used in IDHS (GB)/Irish Draught 

Horse/Horse Sport Ireland and any other harmonised studbook publications and websites. Stallions that 
are not photographed at the inspection may be deemed not to have completed the selection process. The 
IDHS (GB) reserves the right not to classify these stallions.   

 
31. The inspection team publicly announces the provisional results of the stallion inspection on the day of 

inspection, but does not give the scores at that stage. If the horse could not complete his inspection tasks, 
for example on welfare grounds or lack of cooperation, he will remain in Class 4.  
 

 
Inspection procedures    

 
 
The inspection will include the following elements:  
 
1. Veterinary examination  
2. Conformation assessment  
3. In-hand gait assessment on a hard surface and in an indoor arena  
4. Free gait assessment in jumping pen  
5. Athleticism/jumping assessment in jumping pen (required for all three year olds).   
 
 
1. Veterinary Examination  
 
On arrival at the veterinary examination the identification of the stallion will be checked by comparing the 
stallion’s markings to the markings on its passport. The stallion will also be scanned to confirm its 
microchip number.  
 
Measurements (height, bone and girth) will be taken during the veterinary examination and will be 
considered to be the official measurements of the stallion for classification and studbook purposes. 
  
Stallions that are entered for the Stallion Inspections are subject to the FEI Anti-Doping and Equine 
Controlled Medication rules. Blood and urine samples may be taken from your stallion for this purpose.  
 
 
For Applicants undergoing Veterinary option 1 Only:  
 
At the inspection, stallions will undergo a full five-stage veterinary examination by a veterinary surgeon 
appointed by IDHS (GB). The examination will consist of the following:  
 
Stage 1. Preliminary examination: The preliminary examination involves overall visual and palpable 
observations of the animal presented. The heart and lungs are auscultated at rest.  
 
Stage 2. Gait assessment & Trotting up: This includes co-ordination testing such as tight circling and 
reversing, trotting on loosened rein both before and after flexion of the individual limbs.  
 
Stage 3. Strenuous exercise: Lunging on lead at a working canter to assess wind and heart function. 
Heart & lungs auscultated on pull-up.  
 
Stage 4: A period of rest: Recovery and management of stress associated with stage 3 can facilitate eye 
examination as pupillary dilation has occurred during exercise. Final heart auscultation.  
 
Stage 5. The second trot and foot examination: Assessing maintenance of soundness as follow-on from 
the previous stages.  
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For Applicants undergoing Veterinary option 2 only:  
 
Stallions will undergo a soundness trot-up. Any stallion presented with an obvious veterinary condition 
may be subject to further examination by the appointed veterinary surgeon on the day of inspection. 
 
 
2. Conformation Assessment  
 
Handlers must present stallions to the inspectors in the indoor arena for their conformation assessment 
using linear scoring. Stallions must be able to stand correctly and quietly in order for the inspectors to 
make their assessment. No boots or leg wraps of any description are permitted at this stage of selection.  
 
The linear score sheet for Irish Draught Horse inspection contains 45 characteristics, covering 
conformation, type, movement and athleticism traits.  
 
 
3. In-hand gait assessment on a hard surface and in the indoor arena  
 
The stallion will be required to stand for a visual inspection on a hard surface. When requested, the 
handler will walk the horse away from the inspection panel, around the marker and return to the panel. 
The handler will then repeat the process in trot, however, in trot the stallion should continue to trot past the 
inspection panel. 
 
 
4. Free gait assessment in jumping  
 
Handlers must lead the stallion in walk in a figure of eight around the two diamond shaped markers in the 
indoor arena. The handlers must then safely release the stallion and stand in one of the diamond shaped 
markers.  
 
A trained arena team will be on hand to direct the stallion through its free gait, athleticism and jumping 
assessment.  
 
Stallions will be shown loose on both reins in trot and canter. If you have chosen loose jumping on the 
application the jumping lane will be opened once the stallion’s free gaits have been assessed. The stallion 
will be guided down the lane by the arena team for the free athleticism/jumping assessment.  
 
All owners/handlers are given the option of catching and releasing their stallion between each jumping 
effort during the loose jumping element of the inspection.  
 
If you have chosen that the stallion will present under saddle on the application form, he will leave the 
jumping pen once his free gaits have been assessed. This applies only to four year olds and over.    
 
 
5. a) Free athleticism assessment in jumping lane  
 
Each stallion will normally be required to jump through the jumping lane at least six times. The jumping 
lane consists of three fences. The inspection panel may use their discretion as to the number of attempts 
they wish to assess each horse over the obstacles and the height of the fences; however, the maximum 
height of the fences for 3 year old stallions will be 1.00m.  
 
If in the opinion of the inspection panel a horse is jumping in an unnatural manner, the inspection panel 
reserves the right to award zero points for their assessment of the stallion’s athleticism/jumping ability. 
 
Note: Stallions are permitted to wear front tendon boots for the free gait assessment or the free 
athleticism/jumping assessment. If, in the opinion of the inspection panel, the movement of the horse is 
affected in any way, the selection panel reserve the right to request the removal of the front boots.  
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The use of boots/bandages on the hind legs is not permitted. 
 
The elements of the inspection may not necessarily be carried out in the same order as they are outlined 
above.  
 
The IDHS (GB) reserves the right to terminate any inspection for heath and safely reasons. For example, 
stallions that are unfit or insufficiently prepared for jumping may not (at the inspectors’ discretion) be 
allowed to continue on welfare grounds.    
 
Any offensive language or conduct towards officials or staff at the venue will not be tolerated and may 
result in termination of the stallion’s inspection and/or an instruction for the individual concerned to leave 
the site.  
 
Owners and other applicants sign a Disclaimer on the day agreeing to this condition.  
 
 
5. b) Athleticism assessment under saddle for additional merit in showjumping 
 
From 2011 to 2025, owners of stallions that are 4 years or older and meet the requirements to be 
classified as ‘Class 1’ were offered the opportunity to have their stallion’s athleticism assessed by jumping 
the stallion over a course of fences, including one double, at 1.00m level under saddle. Due to very low 
take-up, we no longer offer this facility, but would review this decision if several stallion owners request 
this. Please note that we may have to impose an additional charge to hire show jumps to enable 
applicants to jump under saddle.    
 
Note: Irish Draught stallions that are classified as ‘Class 1’ can also obtain a bronze merit for their own 
performance in the discipline of showjumping by achieving two double clear rounds at 1.00m level at 
national competitions. 
 
 

After the Inspection 
 

32. The results are sent to Horse Sport Ireland. Confirmed results will subsequently be published in IDHS 
(GB) and potentially in HSI Irish Draught Horse/Horse Sport Ireland publications.  
 

33. Bar charts and reports for stallions will be sent to owners within four weeks of the inspection date.   
 

34. Substances that are listed on the FEI ‘Equine Prohibited Substances List’ (see www.feicleansport.org) are 
prohibited during the stallion inspection process. Blood samples may be taken on the day of inspection 
and may be subject to screening for substances listed on the FEI ‘Equine Prohibited Substances List’ (see 
www.feicleansport.org). Blood and/or urine samples may also be stored and used for the purpose of 
research. 

 
 

Failure to satisfy the above conditions will result in a stallion being disqualified from 
inspection/classification. 

 
 

SECOND INSPECTIONS/APPEALS/VETERINARY APPEALS  
 
Owners will be given the opportunity to re-present the stallion for a second inspection at a scheduled inspection 
date. The appropriate application form must be completed and returned, with the usual re-inspection application 
fee (£450 in 2025), to the IDHS (GB). Endoscope examination and vetting must be repeated, but x-rays are 
carried forward from the first inspection.   
 
Owners that do not wish to re-present the stallion for a second inspection and owners who are not satisfied with 
the results of the second inspection can make a formal appeal to the IDHS (GB) under the Studbook Rules. 

http://www.feicleansport.org/
http://www.feicleansport.org/
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Appeals will be held at the next available inspection date, with an alternate inspection panel and will incur a 
substantial fee to cover the full costs of staging an appeal.  
 
The current Appeal fee is £1500 inc. VAT.  
 
If owners choose to appeal the result of the first inspection, they are subsequently not allowed to apply for a 
second scheduled inspection.  
 
The result of the Stallion Inspection Appeal shall be final. 
 
Appeal of Veterinary Examination Result:  

 
For animals which fail the clinical veterinary examination on the day of the inspection, there is provision for an 
appeal to be made. The conditions of the appeal procedure are as follows:  

 
• The IDHS (GB) will notify, in writing, the owner of the stallion of the reason why the stallion failed the clinical 

veterinary examination within 14 calendar days of the inspection. 
• The owner of the stallion may, within 28 calendar days of the notification, apply to the IDHS (GB) to have a 

clinical veterinary re-examination carried out by a clinical veterinary equine specialist in the relevant field. 
• The equine specialist to be consulted must be agreed with the IDHS (GB).  

• The second examination should normally be carried out within 28 calendar days of the original 
examination results being communicated to the owner.  

• The re-examination will only be carried out in respect of the condition for which the stallion was failed on the 
inspection day.  

• The IDHS GB must be notified in advance of the date of the additional veterinary examination.   
• The full cost of the re-examination must be borne by the owner of the stallion.  
• The decision of the Appeals Panel shall be final. 

 
 
Appeal of X-Rays Examination Result: 
 
Owners of stallions that do not meet the radiograph requirements, following the examination of radiographs by 
the IDHS (GB) radiography veterinary panel, may appeal the findings of the examination. The conditions of the 
appeal are as follows:  
 

• The owner of the stallion must apply to the Inspection Management Team at inspections@idhsgb.org.uk to 
appeal the findings of the radiographic examination, within 28 calendar days of the date of the inspection;  
 

• The appeal will involve the examination of the original radiographs by the Appeals Panel in the School of 
Agriculture, Food Science and Veterinary Medicine, University College Dublin Veterinary Hospital. If deemed 
necessary by the Appeals Panel, a new set of radiographs may be taken at a veterinary practice agreed with 
Horse Sport Ireland and the IDHS (GB) Veterinary Advisor;   
 

• The full costs of the re-examination must be borne by the owner of the stallion;  
 

• The decision of the Appeals Panel shall be final.  
 
 
Standing the stallion at stud  
 
1. The IDHS (GB) is authorised to procure a DNA profile for the horse for identification and administration 

purposes within the Breed Register and the Irish Horse Register (IHR).  

 

2. The Society Administration Office will supply covering certificates to stallion owners and other custodians 
only (not mare owners) on payment of £4 per certificate. Certificates can be ordered online at 
www.idhsgb.org.uk. Please contact admin@idhsgb.org.uk for further information.  

 

mailto:inspections@idhsgb.org.uk
mailto:admin@idhsgb.org.uk
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3. Stallion owners/custodians are obliged to:  

 

• Maintain up-to-date and complete covering records;  

• Submit the certificates provided for all mares covered by the stallion by 1st October in the year of covering;  

• Submit copies of the certificates to the IDHS (GB) on demand.  

 

4. The stallion owner must permit the IDHS (GB) to take blood samples on request. Horse Sport Ireland may 
change the rules from time to time with regard to the testing of various conditions and diseases.  

 

5. Stallion owners/custodians must notify the IDHS (GB) of the death of the stallion by returning the passport to 
the Passport Administration Office for invalidation, as required by legislation. The passport can be returned 
to the owner on request.  

 
6. Stallion owners/custodians should inform the IDHS (GB) if the health or general condition of the stallion 

deteriorates to the extent that the stallion is unfit or unsuitable for breeding. 

 
7. Failure to satisfy the above conditions may result in a stallion’s classification in the IDHS (GB) Breed 

Register/Irish Draught Horse Studbook being revoked. 

 
 

CLASSIFICATION IN THE IDHS (GB) AND IRISH DRAUGHT HORSE STUDBOOK FOLLOWING 
INSPECTION 
 
CLASS 1  
This class is for inspected horses that meet the pedigree, veterinary and breed standard requirements of the 
Irish Draught Horse Society (GB) Breed Register and hence, the Irish Draught Horse Main Studbook.  
 
CLASS 2  
This class is for inspected horses that meet the pedigree and veterinary requirements of the IDHS (GB) Breed 
Register/Irish Draught Horse Main Studbook, but which have not met the inspection criteria for Class 1.   
 
CLASS 3 
This class is for horses that fail their inspection day or pre-inspection veterinary examinations and are not 
recommended for breeding.  
  
CLASS 4/ UNINSPECTED 
For all foals at registration and other uninspected purebred stock of any age. Their classification changes to 
Class 1, 2 or 3 following vetting and inspection. Animals which fail to complete the inspection process on the 
day will remain in Class 4/Uninspected.  
 
Class 4/Uninspected animals over the age of three years may not be shown in hand at IDHS (GB) affiliated 
shows. In Great Britain, the progeny of Class 3 and Class 4 animals may not be shown in hand at our affiliated 
shows.  

 
 

Publicity on the web site, in our Newsletter and Yearbook  
 
All inspection results for Class 1 and Class 2 animals are published on our website, in our newsletter and 
in the Yearbook in table format.  
 
Class 3 (veterinary failure) and Class 4 animals (whose inspections were not completed, e.g. due to lack of 
fitness) are not listed in the results table.  
 
All Class 1 stallions whose owners are members, which are standing at public stud in Great Britain, Ireland, 
the USA or Canada and have semen available for mare owners to use in Great Britain will be listed with a 
photo in the stallion lists on our website. We will also publish a modified version of the stallion’s inspection 
report on our website, so for overseas stallions we have to obtain this from Horse Sport Ireland. The report 
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usually contains measurements, a photograph, pedigree, year of inspection, details of where the stallion is 
standing, a summary of the inspectors’ comments and his linear profile.    

 
For Class 2 stallions, the owner can choose whether or not to have the stallion listed with a photograph on 
our website. If they choose this option, they must also be a member of the Society and the stallion must be 
available for mare owners in Great Britain to use. In the case of Class 2 stallions which meet these 
requirements, the Society will also publish a modified version of the stallion’s inspection report on our website.  
 
If a stallion owner does not want their stallion’s inspection report to be published, the stallion cannot be 
advertised with a photograph on any of the Society’s public media (Yearbook, Newsletter, official Facebook 
pages). He will still be listed in the results, and in the Newsletter and Yearbook.   
 
Please note that stallion owners sign a statement on their application forms to agree to the publication rules as 
detailed above.   
 
The Society reserves the right to remove stallions from the listings if they have not covered mares for the 
previous five years or if they are not available to the public.  
 
We send out inspection results annually to Horse Sport Ireland, as our parent body. They may choose to 
publish stallion inspection outcomes for Great Britain in their publications. 
 
 
Use of public photos and video taken at the inspections  
 
In the interests of confidentiality, owners are asked not to video or audio-record in other people’s horses from 
any location other than the public gallery. Recording veterinary and inspection officials’ deliberations is strictly 
prohibited.  
 
Owners must under no circumstances record their horse from inside the arena during the loose work 
phase.    
 
Posting video or audio recordings of inspectors, officials and other people’s stallions, handlers or staff on the 
Society’s Facebook Forum is a potential breach of privacy and is prohibited.   

 
Inspection Management Team  
September 2025 

 


